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Wednesday Evening, the 22nd inst., was not one of the most 

inviting night imaginable to turn out to a Tea Meeting, but backed 

ty the hearty invitations .extended to your Reporter , he started on his 

journey, through mud and rain, to the new brick school house, in No. 

14 section, which has lately been erected . Arriving at our des-

tination we found the school house br ightly lighted and well 

warmed, looking doubly welcome, for the trials of mud and rain endured 

in reachi ng it. While waiting for the arrival of the choir from St. 

Thomas, we had an opportunity of looking around us, and of admiring 

t he very neat room, tastefully decorated, in which we found ourselves. 

The school house was commenced in June of the present year and was 

finished and opened at the date of this festival. It cost about $800, 

whi ch has been raised by assess~ent in the Section; it is a model 

of convenience. The choir--consisting of several ladies and gentlemen 

from St. Thomas, having arrived, proceedings commenced by moving 

John King, Esq. , into the chair . After singing grace, refreshments were 

served an:i they were the best we ever saw at a Tea meeting-we grow hungry 

as we reflect . Now came the speaking interspersed with singing. The 

chair man in opening the meetinp, gave a very able and impressive 

speech, dwelling upon the l iberal advantages afforded, educationally, 

in the present day co~pared to t hose he had enj oyed in that very 

section in his youth. No gift which a parent could bestow upon a 

chi ld ever could equal the gift of a good education. Property might 

be squandered away and misimproved, but the advantages of a good 
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education would always last. Mr. King concluded hie able remarks amidst 

applause. The Rev. Geo. Cuthbertson, then followed in a speech 

warmly and justl y condemning those who would interfere with the 

teacher in his importnat duties, showing that freguently teachers were 

dismissed for no good reason, but simply on what 'Jimmy, Johny, or 

To~~, or Harry might say.' We trust that the rev. gentleman's ad-

vocacy of the teachers rights will be remembered and attended to. 

After some music by the choir, the Rev. Dr. Caulfield addressed the 

meeting, dealing some pretty severe t lows at the evils of examinations 
• 

in makinP- the teacher display his dexterity in mental cramming for a 

special occasion to the great detriment of true education. He 

dwelt upon the advantages comparitively of ours and of the Ameircar. 

Educational System, and wisely arrived at t he conclusion that our 

own was more thorough and tetter . After the usual note of thanks 

eli citing more jokes and speaking the meeting closed. we have 

much pleasure in noticing the kindness of Mr. Thomas Futcher, who 

kindly opened his stables to all who had teams from a distance. we 

were not at all sorry that we went and hope that tt may not be the 

last tea meeting we shall attend in the neat brick school house in 

No. 14 School Section, Southwold. 

- -
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"rs . Willia"'l Lyle read this tri ute at the presentation of a chair 

and hassock ty the co nmmi ty at the 1944 sch 1 concert . J.Irs Stanley 

Lyle , t rnsti t •1te rresiaent arran- d the presentation asrois~ted 

by J:r 2 J . :futcher , I.: r s A. Lyle , and ::rs Frank Curtis . 

Oth.,~ s VlllO have been trustees of tho sc'lool have been 

Jabel Hobinson , Ja"'les Futcher , 'J, Jardell , J ohn LY,le , :::;d ~ton , 

Noble Tufford_, GJ. Smoke , c . s . Butler , cmd Ross Tufford . The 

p r esent trustees are Mr. s . Curtis , J . Robinson Futcher and 

S t anley Lyle . 

Some later i:::!lprovements at the scho)l , hydro was ins talled 

in 1932 and insiae t oi lets in 1943. Nurs ing service was s tarted 

in 1943, c iocolate milk each day in 1944. 

\ 
So~ of the Inspector s of the school ; 

'.~6 ~-. ~/J/?W~L~- ~f!d? ,71# _ 
/.Ptb. ~~:~~ -
/Nl - .~a.~ /fttVtJ~. 
J$6 ¥­
.Jff6f -

Mr. A. F . Butl er , 

~~ . 'Velbern \t kin 1884-1916 

r:r J . A. Taylor (for a ti 1e) 

Mr . J . C. Smith Assis t ed by ,.,., 

?!.r . Alex uccall Sape r vis ill€ t eachEr • 

!.!rs Fr ank Curtis • 



s.s. 14, Southwold (cont'd) 

Mr. Salathiel Curtis died in 1951. He was the oldest Secretary­

Treasurer in Ontario with over 40 years of service in 1944, when 

an appreciati~e address was sent by Inspector J.C. Smith. This 

tribute was read and and chair and hassock presented to him by 

the community at the 1944 school concert. Mr. Curtis had been 

a trustee for 47 years. 

Trustees since 1951 -

John MCNiven, Kenneth Butler, Noble Tufford, Futcher Begg, :~~~am 

Lyle Jr.. The trustees fer 1956 are John McNiven, Futcher Jand 

William Lyle Jr •• 

Improvements made at our sc-hool: 
• 

Sept./51 - new chimney, Apr./53 new toilets, septic tank etc. 

May/54 - new fence, Oct./54 - oil furnac~ 

t;IF ---

Aug./55 school insulated, July/56 - new moveable desks purchased 

Teachers from 1944 to 1964 

Katherine M. Young (Mrs. F. Fowler) Sept./44 -June/45 
Marion R. Hills (Mrs. Noble Tufford) Sept./45 to June/47 
Nola Mitchell Sept./47 - June/4S and Marion P. Mcintyre (Mrs. H. 

Mitchell Jan./47 - June/4S 
Margaret R. Mcintyre (Mrs. Alex Turner) Sept./4S - June/49 and 

Margaret I. Mcintyre Sept./4S to June/49 
Katherine Anne Ferguson Sept./49 - June 52 
Mrs. Octavia Boyer Sept./51 - June/52 
Harold Wayne Paddon Sept./52 - June/54 
Mrs. Carl Storms Sept./54 - June/56 and 
Mrs. Marion West Sept./54 - June/5S 
Gary Previl Sept./5S - June/64 
Gordon Sims June/64 

Mr. Sims was teacher at s.s. 14 until the Southwold Area School 

#1 was opened in November 1964, and remained there as Principal 

until June 1965. 

s.s. 14 school and property were bought by Mr. and Mh. Harry Van­

der Linden and made into a residence. 

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Latham and family were the second owners and in 

1970 the property was purchased by Mr. G. Mauer. 



PLANT CENTENNlAL TREE-The members of the Middlemarch Women's Institute gathered I 
1 at the Soutbwold Area School No. 1, on lhe Fmgal Road, yesterday aitemoon lo plant a 1 
1 flowering crab tree as a Centennial project. Left to right are Mrs. Charles Wilcox, presi-
, dent of the WI ; 1\lr s. J . R. Fulcher, honorary president, and Mrs. C. S Butler, first presi-

dent of tm organization.-(T.-J. PbQto) 
~ 



I The A:;>ple Gr ov e Gr ange . 

Apple Gr ove Grange ;,:iddlerrarch , was or r-a.n i zed by C> t ephen 

Wade , at t hat ti ~e r.:aster of Elg i n Pi oneer Gr ange , Spar t a . A 

mee ting was held f o r t his pur pose i n t he school ho use s . s. j . 14 

in Aor i l 18?5 , where fifteen pers ons we re e nrolled a s charter 

members . The first re €'ula r .meetinP' was held t.ay 25th 18?5 , with t he 

late Mr . David King as master and t he lat e Mr . Ge or pe P~tticary 
. 

as s ecretary. The place of ne e t ing was in the school house 

~~- • 
unt il Dec 15t h 1 when it was r emov ed to t he home of t he 

~ 

l a te 1~ & l,frs .John curt is , and pr enartions were made for 

buildinP t he Grange Hall. Mr Curtis donating t he land f or 

t h at pur pose , and t he land being a corn r of an a ppl e o rchard , 

henc e i t was named Appl e Gr ove Gran ·e. 'Ihe meetings were held 

in t .c new hall after June 16th 1880 , and i t was f o r""Blly 

opened Nov l?th 1880 . with t he Gr anoe dedication services 

and a r r a nd su Jper , the hall being cro11 e ed t o t r,c aoors . The 

Gran ~ was indep~ndent of all gov ernment aid , undenomina t ional 

and non- pol i t ical . Its ritual was based u oon four decr ees 

for wo'11en and men "Uns urpassed i n t ne English lan "1l.a -e far 

oriPinality of thou ~t , purity of sent iment , and b e aut y 

o f dic t i on" , and t he song book was compiled o f many 

beauti fu l s oncs . The wcnen shared t he s 8!!le ori vile ·es an:l 

exalted honors r.i t h t he nen . The pa r t icular offices f or 

wo:"len were Flora- 'lbe GQddess of Fl0\'1ers a nd of Sprine , 

Ceres~ The Goddess of Gr ain and 2rote c¥ess of Apr i culture . 

P omona- The Goddess of Fruit and Gardens a nd Fruit Trees . 



'!he Gr ange always ke!)t in view the advancement of ita 

me11bers not only in agri cul t ure , but all questions of the day 

and these were ably discussed wit hin i ts walls , often under the 

leadership of the late Francis Hunt , Jab el Robinson , and 

John Lyle and rmny you ng me n of t he community '1'8 de their 

maiden speeche s at these meetinp;sand prominent ::ten to- day 

will s peak of the ir first speech made in Apple Gr ove Grange . 

Nev er was there a :neeting where womn wer e nil>t pr esent 

and where ever h~r presence is s eert her influence i s felt 

and in the order she r epresent ed Faith , Hope , Jnd Chari t y • 

...Togra 11s \vere arranged vtli ch could be enjoyed by aeni o~~ 

and juniors alike , no o ')portuni t y ;vas lost to d evelo dihe 

social side of country life and the Oyster suppers, enter -

r 
tainments , lawn socials a~d Granre picnics ~ill l onr. be 

r emanbered as well a s t ne interchanre of social evenings 

spent at Forest Rose GranRe on t !'~e t ow n line and at 

Duffe rin Gran se , east of Aylmer . The president of our 

.. 
Women ' s Institut e , :i.lrs Stanley Lyl e , at the time t h is 

history was writ t en ; was a f or :ner nember o f Fores t Rose 

Grange . 

One s ocial event r eiOOmbered was a dinner served on 

TbanksPiving day to t he cadets of t he St . Tho~s Collegiate 

Institute , under t he leadership of Capt . J one s . The cadets 

had been out for dr ill in Uiddle'Tl8rch district and apprecia ted 

t he hot dinner served on p r e ttily f lag decorated t ah"bes . 

( N.any of t he boys who s at at t hese t ables served in the last 
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war and in this Wo rld War . 

The Granqe had its co"'Ilercial advanta ·es , havin.c- stock 

i nvested in sult wells near Goderi ch , salt was shipped into the district 

and s ola at a cons i cerable saving to the fan.1ers and many fa nilies 

purcha sed their yearly su _ly of br oceries and dry goods fro.::n t.lle 

Gran~e Wholesal~ Supply Co , o f Toronto. 

~any me norial services were held in t1e hall for aeceas ed 

• menbers , one r l3corded in the late ?.iiss Robinson ' s historical 

book reads as follov1s for the ]ate J osephine wardell , " The Uaster of 

t he crange Mr . Fr ank Hunt , had charge of t he meetin '2' a nd delivered 

an eloquent tribute to t :J.e life and charact~r of t he deceased . 

·The Gr and r.:aste · of the Dom. Cranee , r.:r . Jabel Robinson , read a 

beautiful me!ll.orial prepared by Miss Hattie Robinson. Mr Charles 

Saywell of Forest R0se Grange ~ave an earnest address. r.~ John 

Lyle acted as cha\)lain anc read t:.e s e"'Vic f'S of the Grange 

ritual. 11rs Samuel Dubber sang t~ bet.mtiful solos . Tl'le 

hall was suitably decorated for t he occasion . Ar.onp. th ose 

holding important offices for a nuiber of y~ars were -

Masters :O!.e~sers David Kin.a, Jabel Robinson , Frederick J . Payne, 

J ohn dri :::-)l t , Charles Joiner, J . D. Robinson , Miss Hattie 
.. ~.9·~. 

Robinson. Allen :oore , Frank Hunt , W. ,E. Wardell , Harry 
A 

Pal 11er and Lawrence Kru Jpe . 

Among t he Secretaries 11essers George Potti cary , J . Payne, 

Samuel Yeandle , Ja~es Futcher , H~ttie Robinson and Harry 

Palmer. 

· The l ate v.r . Jghn Curtis was chaplain fo r 36 years . 



The CbraJ:l!:e owed its -nro«:r ess ivenes~ and loa~ life t o the 

pr sence and unt i 1 in" efforts of the late r.:iss Robinson . Few 

or eanizations in canada have approached or eaualled t he CrbnP"e 

in contri bu t in.'"· to rural welfare and tne decline of the Grange 

was oro bbbl y hastened by 1·i val fa _m orgtillization.s , t.hich huve 

as yet little history t o report . In the yenr 1928 t he share 

holders of t he rra~e pr esented ~~e .hall to the ~o~n' s 

Institute and t hus it continues the centre of social lif e , 

and co~,uni ty Activities . 

Mrs A. F . UcNi ven . 
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LEADERS OF AN ORGANIZATION THAT STANDS FOR ALL THAT IS BEST IN "'URAL LIFE 
For nearly forty years the Dominion Crange, the only representative farmers• organization In Ontario, has fought the farmers' 

battles and has striven to better the conditions under which we farmers live a nd work. As a social centre, as a disseminator 
the best agricultural knowledge, but above a ll, as a champion of progressive legislation, the Crange has performed a grand 
for Ontario farmers, and Canadian citizenship In general. The officers herewith to be seen, elected at the recent annual m 
held In Toronto, are Inspired by the same high Ideals that have made the Crange a power for good. With the tlearty 

tlon of Ontario farmers, the Crange will more and more exert an Influence that Is com ' 4 ..Ill& -~ mensurate with the Importance of the Industry It represents. The names of the officers 
·~ .._ Illustrated herewith will be found on page nine. 



House of Industry and Refuge County,. of Elgin 
From the Municipal World for September, 1904. 

ENTRAl'CF: AVENUF.. 
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opens new wing at Elgin Manor 
person who shared a laugh 
over a party, one person who 
found a new "family' ' at the 
home. As I look around at the 
happy faces today I can say 
for sure that Elgin Manor 
has met the challenge of 
growth and this is why I am 
genuinely proud that I can 
play a part in Elgin Manor's 
new a d d i t i o n and new 
dreams." 

ther Ernest Deslippe. chap­
lain of St. Thomas Psychiatric 
Hospital and Rev. Alvin Beu­
kema. President of the Elgin 
County Ministerial Associa­
tion respectively. 

''Let me praise the Board of 
the Elgin Manor Home for the 
Aged, and the county of Elgin 
for it is the local community 
that best sees a need and 
initiates response . . . . " 

These were the words of 
John Yarern.ko, Minister of 
Social and Family Services, 
as he spoke to approximately 
100 c i t i z e n s and officials 
gathered for the official open­
ing of Elgin Manor's new 60-
bed wing Wedne.>day after­
noon. 

The new $52S,l89 addition 
assists in providing space for 
143 residents. (There are 112 
residents at present. ) 

ln addition to Elgin Manor. 
~fr . Yaremko made reference 
to the new Valleyview home 
on Pearl Street. When filled to 
capacity it will serve the 
needs of 142 elderly persons. 

"Success,' ' he went on to 
say, "is seeing the faces of 
the people here today. It's 
remembering one person who 
blossomed knowing he was 
with people who cared, one 

Brisk winds and overcast 
skies dKi not dampen the higli 
sp1rits of everyone concerned 
with the opening ceremony. 
Other w a r m, congratulatory 
speeches were given by John 
Wise, W a r de n of Elgin 
CoLmty, Mrs. Curtis Camp­
bell, President of Elgin Ma­
nor Ladies' Auxiliary: Mayor 
E. 0. Fanjoy; Harold Staf­
ford, MP for Elgin County; 
Jack Spence. MPP for East 
Kent; Ron McNeil, MPP for 
Elgin County and Lawrence 
Crawford, director for the 
Homes for the Aged. 

0 p e n i n g and dedication 
prayers were offered by Fa-

The keys to the new ad­
dition were presented to Ro­
bert B. Himpfen, adminis­
trator of the manor by H. D. 
Harper. president of Haramac 
Construction Co., Ltd. and G. 
Duncan Black, president o( 
the engineering firm of G. 
Duncan Black Ltd. 

The St. Thomas firms were 
responsible for the planrung 
and construction of the new 
wing. 

The official ribbon cutting 
duties were shared by Mr. 
Yaremko and Miss Margaret 
Lyle, RR 1, St. Thomas. Miss 
Lyle was thanked repeatedly 
throughout the afternoon's 
speeches for her generous 
contribution of $5,400 worth or 
landscaping for Elgin Manor. 

An inspectio nof the Home 
and a l'eception for visitors 
was held following the cere­
momes. 
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'lbe House of Industry 

'lb.e House of Indust ry and Reguf e as it was called when 

t he Institution was first established , was built in the 

year 18?5 when t here wer e not more than 2 or 3 similar 

Ins t itutions i n the Province. A by- law was passed by the 

Count y Council in Dec . 18?5 to author ize and provi de for t he 

a )pointment , payment and duties of an inspect or, keeper , 

matron and physician to superintend , .care anrl manaee t he 

House of Industry and Re~~e ot the County of ElPin , to 

prescribe rules and re~lati ns for the Governing thereof . 

Besides Indi cents- children were also received and 

p,iven out t o homes in the County. 

A burial eround on the House of Industry farm was select ed. 

The Institution is situated about t wo miles west of the City 

of st. 'lllo'1Bs on the Talbot Road in the Townshi i' of 

soutnwold. It first consisted of 50 acres eas t part of 

lot 39 , bough t from a Mr. Nicol for $3000 . 00 . The fann w~s 

first settled by a ·~ . cusort who obtained it from Col . Tall ot 

as a reward f or carrying messaces for him. '!be west 

part of Lo t 39 also belong~d t o ur . Nicol and this land l?as 

bout;ht by Mr. John Lyle who lived there many years sellinp 

it to his son-in- law I.1r . Charles Butler who with his son 

Kenneth are t he present ovners . 

The Institution was officially opened Feb 11, 18?6 by 

l~ . Alex ~cBride of Vienna who was then the Warden of the 

County. 

51 
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'!be first keeper and :natron were 1:r & llrs l'ichael Honsbur-er and by 

r ecords did an excellent ijob of rrhna~ine the Ins t i t ution. During 

the first year t here were 59 persons a<i.'l'li tted includin? 15 from 

~eo~~ 
Sout wold . n r . Honsburger was Mrs,,Potticary ' s father, ....no 

with her husband owned t he fa rm now owned by Hr . Georee Carroll . 

"'r & Mrs Pott icary had two dau il t ors Ethel & Uuriel , who 

received the ir public school education at S . S . #. 14. 

Ethel beca~ teacher and later mov ed •to Sask . They lived a t 

a place called Et hmi ur. a place named for the t wo da u h ters 

and where Mr . Petticary was post master . Miss Alberta 

Honsburrer another dau -h t er of t:r. Honsbur er was connected 

with the Y • • t. C. A. of st. '!ho:uas and London, th-n went 17est 

t o live with !ler nieces . After a 12 year t erm r.:r . Honsburger 

had t o resign on account of ill heal t h , then iOvine to 

S +. . Tho::nas . 

The s econd keeper and matron, Mr and ~~s Aldritt were 

appointed n an 27 1888. They had one dau hter Nettie. They 

faithfully filled therttoffi ce for 12 years , ....... t' ~ .~,aen r e 1r~ 

t o Springwater where they buil t a co·Jfortable hct'le . 

In 1<?00 Jan 27th , J.r & t:rs David Goodin..,. beca:m kee'P r and 

matron holding office !'or al "'lOSt 27 years . .From a diary kept 

by Mr Goodi~ nanv f ac ts have been obtained . Durin~ the ir t enn 

of office the County Council did extensivP. re);8irS to buildin ·s , 

namely buildino furnace roo:n , bor inp; well , rebuildi nr cott a ··es , 

installin· r efrigerator , ( ice) two lar7e cook stoves , building 

fire e::capes , chimney and cem 'nt front porch , 1h ich neople . 
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